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states. The views held by this country with regard to
the nature of the concert established at Aix~la-Chapelle
among the Great Powers of Europe were set forth in
Lord Castlereagh's circular despatch of January 19, 1821.
He referred to the claims made by the Sovereigns as-
sembled at Laybach to safeguard the continent against
revolution by suppressing all disturbances having for
their object reform in the political constitution of neigh-
bouring states, and declared that the British Ministers
"do not regard the alliance as entitled under existing
treaties to assume in their character as allies any such
general powers, nor do they conceive that any such ex-
traordinary powers could be assumed in virtue of any
fresh diplomatic transaction amongst the allied courts,
without their either attributing to themselves a supremacy
incompatible with the rights of other states, or if to be
acquired through the special accession of such states,
without introducing a federative system in Europe, not
only unwieldy and ineffectual in its object, but leading
to many most serious inconveniences." Similar views
were expressed by the same statesman in a confidential
minute on the affairs of Spain, which was communicated
to the courts of Austria, France, Prussia, and Russia.
In it he says, "In this alliance, as in all other human
arrangements, nothing is more calculated to impair, or
even to destroy its real utility, than any attempt to press
its duties and its obligations beyond the sphere which
its original conception and understood principles will
warrant. It was an union for the reconquest and libera-
tion of a great proportion of the continent of Europe
from the military dominion of France; and having sub-
dued the conqueror it took the state of possession as
established by the peace under the protection of the alii-